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Forgiveness 
 
Ek dink hierdie is ‘n uitsonderlike goeie verduideliking oor vergifnis. 
Geniet dit. 
 
Forgiveness 
 
One day I discovered this admonition from the apostle Paul tucked in among many 
other admonitions in Romans 12. 
 
"Hate evil, Be joyful, Live in harmony, Do not be conceited" -the list goes on and on. 
Then appears this verse, "Do not take revenge, my friends, but leave room for God's 
wrath, for it is written: 'It is mine to avenge; I will repay,' says the Lord." 
 
At last I understood: in the final analysis, forgiveness is an act of faith. By forgiving 
another, I am trusting that God is a better justice- maker than I am. By forgiving, I 
release my own right to get even and leave all issues of fairness for God to work out. I 
leave in God's hands the scales that must balance justice and mercy. 
 
When Joseph finally came to the place of forgiving his brothers, the hurt did not 
disappear, but the burden of being their judge fell away. 
Though wrong does not disappear when I forgive, it loses its grip on me and is taken 
over by God, who knows what to do. Such a decision involves risk, of course: the risk 
that God may not deal with the person as I would want. (The prophet Jonah, for 
instance, resented God for being more merciful than the Ninevites deserved.) 
 
I never find forgiveness easy, and rarely do I find it completely satisfying. Nagging 
injustices remain, and the wounds still cause pain. I have to approach God again and 
again, yielding to him the residue of what I thought I had committed to him long ago. 
I do so because the Gospels make clear the connection: God forgives my debts as I 
forgive my debtors. The reverse is also true: Only by living in the stream of God's 
grace will I find the strength to respond with grace toward others. 
 
A cease-fire between human beings depends upon a cease-fire with God. 
 
From "What’s So Amazing About Grace" by Philip Yancey 
 
For the Christian, Prayer is not an option but an opportunity. 
"In prayer; expect setbacks, but refuse retreat."  Richard Eastman  
Don't tell the Lord how big the problem is, 
  tell the problem how Great the Lord is! 
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Judas 1:24-25 Aan Hom nou wat magtig is om  julle vir struikeling 
te bewaar en julle sonder gebrek voor sy heerlikheid te stel met gejuig, 
25. aan die alleenwyse God, ons Verlosser, kom toe heerlikheid en 
majesteit, krag en mag, nou tot in alle ewigheid!  Amen. 
 
Groete 
Sakkie 
 
Indien u hierdie e-pos lees en wel gereelde e-pos van my wil ontvang, 
stuur asseblief u volle e-pos adres in die “subject box” na sparsons@absamail.co.za 
Moet asseblief nie ‘n leë e-pos stuur nie. 
Aangesien ek blind is en gebruik maak van ‘n sagteware program waar  
die rekenaar met my praat, sal ek nie weet of dit ‘n foto of leë e-pos is 
wat ek ontvang nie.  In albei gevalle sal my rekenaar net stil bly. 
 
 
 
 


